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Kids’ Day

There are a good many Prophetstown residents today who have no memory of our Kids’ Day.  When our 
family came to town in 1964 it was still the major event of the year, with huge crowds, lots of kids, carnival 
rides and much more.

The first Kids’ Day was held in 1930, an outgrowth of Rooster Booster day.  The rides were always set up 
on Washington Street (with some on the side streets).  Washington Street also happened to be Illinois Route 78.  
One time, while George Brydia, our former mayor, was in the Illinois General Assembly, the State tried to close 
Rt 78, shortly before or during the set up.  With a phone call or two, Brydia solved that problem.  Eventually, in 
1980, Kids’ day was moved off Washington Street, over to near the high school.  It also went from a 2 day to a 3
day event.

There are some blank spaces, but we do know quite a bit about how many attended.  It was, for a long time, 
a very big deal!

Year Kids Registered Total Attendance Additional Info
1935    900
1936 2,020
1937 2,825
1941 2,842 “Drizzly” shower toward end of show.
1942 2,914
1943 2,782 Drizzle in the morning
1944 2,927 Largest in 15 years
1945 1,500 by noon with many more to come.
1947 3,000
1948 2,745
1950 2,796
1951 3,374
1958 3,030 2.38 inches of rain in 2 hours
1959 3,304
1960 3,150
1961 3,130
1963 3,325
1965 3,100 10,000 estimate
1966 over 3,000 11,000 estimate
1967 12-14,000 estimate
1968 3,009 near 15,000 estimate
1969 3,544
1972 Rain drenches window paintings.
1974 2,871 Violent storm hit.
1976 nearly 3,000
1980 3 days, moved to near high school

Rolle Bolle tournament scheduled
1981 First year Kid's Day & 4th of July 

celebration held together.
2008 Mini Kid's Day held.  Carnival on 

Railroad Street
2009 very small crowd Held in conjunction with our

Sesquicentennial celebration.



1930 Kids’ Day setup.

1930 Sack Race.



1931 Kid’s Day advertisement.



1944 Kids’ Day.



1954 Kids’ Day ad.



1959 parade.  Notice the Thicksten Popcorn stand on the right.



1969 Kids’ Day.

1976 parade.



1980 Kids’ Day window painting.

1981 race winner.



The last time Prophetstown had a Kids’ Day was during our Sesquicentennial celebration in 2009.  It was a 
very sad day for us who recall the Kids’ Days of the past.  Very few people attended, as can be seen in the above
photos.  We heard one of the ride operators remark that: “Next week we are going to . . . . where the people will 
appreciate us more.”


