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Introduction

One of the most popular gathering places in Prophetstown was what we knew as Chuck’s 
Place located at 105-107 W. 3rd Street.  Not only was it a frequent hangout for young people 
even the older generation spent time there.

Here we will take a look at what we know about that once famous spot.



In 1908 the Annis House which had been a hotel for over 60 years was demolished.  It sat behind what was 
then the Bank of Prophetstown in this 1890s picture.  For 40 years that space remained vacant.

The old Bank of Prophetstown building is now home to the Prophetstown Area Historical Society.



George Brydia had been mayor of Prophetstown, then served many years in the Illinois General Assembly
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Written on the back of this photo is:  “Taken in Chuck’s Place September 18, 1958,
Gary Sutphin, Eddie Selander, Cecil Gardner, Arlyn Brackemeyer, 

Jerry Reynolds, Bill Brinkman, Dale James.”

The building that once housed the Coke Cottage and Chuck’s Place hosted a number of other businesses.  
But there is no doubt that Chuck’s Place was its most famed occupant.  BTW notice what a half-gallon of ice 
cream sold for.  That would be about $7.18 in 2023 dollars.

Address: 105-107 W. 3rd St.

Annis House Hotel
In the first issue of the Spike, September, 1871, there were two hotels listed in Prophetstown.  One was the 

Rock River House, the other was the Annis House.  H. E. Sturtevant was the landlord.

A vacant lot on the 1913 map.

A building was built on that empty lot by George Brydia in 1948.  He was to use the 105 W. 3rd entrance and
the Coke Cottage used the 107 W. 3rd entrance.  105 was on the left and 107 on the right.

Coke Cottage (opens in July 1948)
Also sold Goodenough Dairy products.

Sterling Gazette (there in 1955, 63)  Emily Adolf Correspondent)
105 W. 3rd St.

Adolf Bookkeeping and Steno Work (there in 1960)
Emily Adolf owner.  Located at 105 W. 3rd St.



Chuck’s Place
Chuck Mulcay owner from 1950-1966.  Jack & JoAnne Melton purchased in September 1966.  Owned by 

Lyle and Marilyn Waite 1967-1971.  Owned by Bill & Margaret DeVries in 1971.  Dick Hummel took over 
1975.  

The Jean Shack
Opens in September 1979 with the Thelma Foster owner.  Closes in April 1981.

H & R Block
Opens in January 1981.

Kennedy & Mott Bookkeeping
There in 1981.

Vet Clinic
They moved the clinic here in 1982 or 83, while the old building on Grove St. was torn down and a new 

building erected.

Ernie's Earnest Appliance Service
Opens in September 1987.  Run by Ernie “Rufus” Brown and wife Lucie.  Buys and sells used appliances 

and offers 24 hour service.

Bee Hive
Was here in 1995.  Advertised “Tisket n' Taskets - Ribbons n' Baskets - Fabrics n' Thread - Used 

Books . . . .”  Also accepted craft assignments.

Tree Lane Touch (Vicki DeNeve owner)
Moved here from 348 Washington St.

Judge Viki Wright Headquarters



TransforMotion Studios (2006-2007)
Penny Plautz, owner

Tree Lane Touch (Vicki DeNeve owner)
Moved back here in the spring of 2007 from 304 Washington St.  Then moved to her home. 

Demolished in 2014.


