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Introduction

Spring Hill is one of those small communities that, in the beginning, seemed full of promise.  However, it 
was not to be.  Early on they had all the makings of a prosperous village with a number of business; they even 
had a church and a school.  What you will see here is the information we have gather through the years relative 
to Spring Hill.  I first saw the village of Spring Hill in the fall of 1964, after having moved to Prophetstown in 
August of that year.  We drove through what is left of Spring Hill twice this last week and what a difference 
compared to 1964.

From where did Spring Hill get its name?  It is not generally known, but there are a number of free flowing 
springs in that area.  What about the “hill” part?  As you approach Spring Hill coming from Prophetstown you 
will notice that the road climbs up to the stop sign; it sits on a ridge.

Something that is also not generally known is that as you approach Spring Hill from Prophetstown you are 
traveling straight west.  For a long time I thought, not having a compass in my car, that we were approaching 
from the north, but that is not the case.

A spring near Spring Hill, Illinois.
Photo courtesy of Roger Schaeffer.



Spring Hill in 1872.



From The History of Whiteside County, Bent, 1877.

Spring Hill was laid out and platted about 1853, and Levi Fuller and Horace Fuller opened a store there, the 
former afterwards purchasing the whole interest, and doing an extensive business until 1872, when he 
discontinued trade at that point.  It now contains:

three general merchandise stores,
one hardware store, 
two blacksmith shops,
one wagon shop,  
other mechanic shops,
a Masonic Hall. 

In 1869 a steam saw and grist mill was erected but it did not prove a success, and ran only a few years.  A 
mail route was established from Princeton to Rock Island, running through Spring Hill, as early as 1852, Lewis 
D. Crandall being the mail agent.  The first Post office was established at Spring Hill, in 1853, and Levi Fuller 
appointed Postmaster.  Dr. E. Talcott is the present Postmaster.  A daily stage route from Morrison to Geneseo, 
Henry county, runs through the place.  A semi-weekly mail is also carried from Spring Hill to Yorktown, which 
supplies Jefferson Corners.  

Spring Hill has a fine school house erected in 1859.  Bollen Lodge, No. 412, A. F. & A. M., meets at the 
Masonic Hall in Spring Hill.  The Lodge was chartered October 5, 1864, the following being the charter 
members: Thomas Bollen, Reuben Langdon, Amos Baxter, John Riley, S. W. Morton, Alexander J. Mead, 
Joseph Arnett, Levi Fuller, A. S. Scott, John L. Marvel, James M. Lanphere, and John S. Hale.  The present 
officers of the Lodge are: John L. Marvel, W. Benoni C. Benson, S. W.; Wm. McNeil, Jr., J. W.; J. J. McNeil, S. 
D.; C. C. Fuller, J. D.; Thomas Bollen, Treasurer; B. F. Brooks, Secretary; Wm. P. Taber, S. S.; J. Timmerman, 
T.  The Lodge has now forty members.



Spring Hill in 1898.



From History of Whiteside County, Illinois From its Earliest Settlement to 1908

Wm. Davis.



Spring Hill in 1912.



1935
Spring Hill real estate taxes.

From A History of Whiteside County, Wayne Bastian, 1968.



Spring Hill in 2015.
From Google Earth.



2018
Looking southeast.

2022
Looking southeast.

The old store building was demolished.



 

2018
Looking northeast.

2018
Looking northwest.



2018
Looking southwest.

2022
Looking southwest.

The house and trees were taken down.



An Interesting Article About Spring Hill.
From the Prophetstown Echo—date unknown.

In the late afternoons and on week-ends, there's lots of action at the main intersection in Spring Hill and 
close by.  The reason: No less than 26 boys and girls reside in four homes at or very close to the corner of 
Portland road and the main Erie blacktop.  And when they stampede into the little Spring Hill general store to 
buy goodies with their dimes, it's a Chicago State Street rush in miniature.

To start with, the store, keepers, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley VerKruysse, have six children, including Gary 16, 
Debby 14, Rita 12, Marty 9, Tira 8 and Eula 7.  Then, across the Portland road, there's the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Burris, consisting of Sue 18, Debby 17, Dennis 16, Mike 14, Mary 13, Jean 12 and Juanita 7.  At 
another corner is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arlyn Watkins, whose family includes Garth, Ann, Matt, Marta, 
Benny, Perry and Holly.  Rounding out the circuit is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Arlyn Stubbs, whose children are
Wilbur, Vicky, Mary, Beth, Bob, Ron and Richard.

Well-mannered young people they are, all, and more than a few strangers stopping at the inter section to ask 
directions, well can testify to the fact.

Could be the day will come one of the 26 lads and lassies will go on to public prominence a fortune, and 
bring new and lasting fame to the hamlet.

As of now, their bikes and trikes and play equipment dot the yards at the intersection, evidence of a 
population explosion that in just four homes at one junction Spring Hill has not known before.  Nor
any other village of its size.
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