
Party Time
December 25, 1871 - November 1, 1899



Party Time

December 25, 1871 - November 1, 1899

Compiled

by

Fred South 
Prophetstown Area Historical Society

Prophetstown, IL
September 2007

October 2020



Introduction

In looking at the history of our early years in this country, it becomes apparent that dancing was a much 
more integral part of life then than it is now.  Even in the 1950s, it was still a very popular form of 
entertainment.  However, that has change.  One of my classmates tells of trying to find a place he and his wife 
can dance, today.  It rarely happens, he says.

A look through this booklet will reveal that, had he lived in the latter part of the 1800s, he would not have 
had this problem; dances were common place.  My father, Vernon Delmar South, worked on ranches southeast 
of Miles City, Montana, in the late 1920s and early 1930s.  Even then dances were a large part of social life.  He
told me that he would work all day Saturday, hop on a horse, ride 20 miles, dance all night, then ride back to the
ranch and work on Sunday.

Most of these invitations were saved by the Leonard R. Richards family, who lived south of Prophetstown, 
in the Leon area, for many years.  You will see that a number of communities held these social events; it was not
confined to just the larger towns and cities.

You will see what appears to be three places mentioned in Prophetstown—Sholes’ Hall, Sinnissippi Hall and
Warner Hall.  Actually, the first two are the same building.  Sholes owned the building, but it was sometimes 
called Sinnissippi Hall because the Sinnissippi Branch of the Order of the Odd Fellows met upstairs.  It became 
the Town Theater.  It was located at 212 Washington St. and is the large building on the left.  As of now, we 
have no idea where Warner Hall was.

As noted above, not much dancing is done today, compared to times past.  For those who might not know 
what a Quadrille is this is the definition:

“A square dance performed typically by four couples and containing five figures, 
each of which is a complete dance in itself. “








































































